Quick Guide for the Use of the Subjunctive
Basic Construction
The subjunctive MUST occur in a subordinate clause (that is, a clause that cannot stand alone as a complete sentence). Most of the time this clause will begin with que.
The subjunctive verb usually corresponds to a different subject than the one in the main clause (except for si clauses). If there is no change in subject, you should try to restructure the sentence to use the infinitive instead of the subjunctive.
The only verb form that can immediately follow a preposition is an infinitive, NO MATTER WHAT THE ENGLISH TRANSLATION MAY BE!!! The word al is considered a preposition when followed by a verb and therefore must be followed by an infinitive: al llegar (upon arriving), al terminar (upon finishing), al haber contestado (upon having answered). Other common prepositions include: sin, de, con, por, para, a, hasta, en.
Noun Clauses
ALWAYS use the subjunctive in noun clauses if the verb in the main clause is a WEDDING verb:

W
Wishing, wanting, hoping, demanding, ordering, asking, begging, etc.

E
Emotion

D/D
Doubt/Denial (disbelief, uncertainty, etc.) negation
I
Impersonal expressions (Es importante que…)

N
Negation / Non-existing (No hay nada que…no hay nadie que…¿Hay alguien que…?)
G
God [Ojalá (que)]
Use the indicative if the main clause is a VOCES phrase:
V
Es verdad que…
O
Es obvio que…
C
Es cierto/claro que…
E
Es evidente que…
S
Es seguro que…
ALWAYS use the subjunctive in an indirect command beginning with que. This is usually translated to English by the word “let” or “may.”


Then let them leave!
¡Entonces que se vayan!

May God bless you.
Que Dios te bendiga.
Adjective and Adverb Clauses
ALWAYS use the subjunctive in an adjective clause if the noun being described is non-existent or indefinite.
No hay nada que me guste.

Quiero un coche que funcione bien.
ALWAYS use the subjunctive after the adverbial conjunctions ESCAPA:
E
En caso de que…
S
Sin que…
C
Con tal (de) que…
A
A menos que…
P
Para que…
A
Antes de que…
With all other adverbial conjunctions (MCDEATH: mientras, cuando, después de que, en cuanto, aunque, tan pronto como, hasta que, etc.), use the subjunctive if the action hasn’t happened yet.
Esperé hasta que ella llegó. [She arrived.]
Esperaré hasta que llegue. [She hasn’t arrived yet.]
Anduve hasta llegar a mi destino. [No change in subject; use the infinitive.]
Aunque llueve, iremos. [It’s raining. Aunque = “Although”]
Aunque llueva, iremos. [It’s not raining yet, and it might not. Aunque = “Even if”]
NEVER use the subjunctive with YAP:
Y
Ya que…
A
Ahora que…
P
Puesto que…
ALWAYS use the subjunctive after por + adjetivo/adverbio + que… This translates to “However…no matter…however”
Por pobre que sea, no aceptará el dinero.

Por poco que estudie, José saca buenas notas.
ALWAYS use the subjunctive before and after the phrase lo que when the translation is “however” or “whatever”.
Sea lo que sea.

Venga lo que venga…

Digas lo que digas, no me casaré contigo.
ALWAYS use the subjunctive after words made from –quiera (quienquiera, dondequiera, cualquiera, cuandoquiera, etc.) since their meanings imply uncertainty.
Dondequiera que vayas, vas a tener éxito.

Quienquiera que me robara el dinero lo gastó.
BUT  Adondequiera que yo fui, conocí a mucha gente interesante.
Si Clauses
The ONLY possible subjunctive constructions with si are the following – NO EXCEPTIONS!
imperfect subjunctive (si clause) / conditional (main verb)

[hypothetical (contrary to reality) situation in the present]
Si yo tuviera dinero, iría a España.
pluperfect subjunctive (si clause) / conditional perfect or conditional (main verb)

[hypothetical (contrary to reality) situation in the past]
Te habría escrito si me hubieras dado la dirección correcta.

Si Mamá hubiera querido que lo supieras, te lo habría dicho ayer.
If the main verb is any other tense besides the conditional or conditional perfect, 

the subjunctive CANNOT BE USED – EVER!
Si tengo dinero, voy a España.

Si tengo dinero, iré a España.

Si tienes dinero, cómprame una hamburguesa.

Si tenía dinero, iba a España.

Si me dio el dinero, pues lo perdí, porque no lo tengo ahora.
ALWAYS use the imperfect subjunctive or pluperfect subjunctive 

after the expression como si.
Esa mujer me da consejos como si fuera mi madre.
Sequence of Tenses
	Tense of Main Clause (Indicative)
	Tense of Subordinate Clause (Subjunctive)
	

	Present


Present Perfect


Future


Future Perfect


Command
	Present
	tenga

	
	Present Perfect (Imperfect)
	haya tenido


(tuviera)

	Preterit


Imperfect


Pluperfect (Past Perfect)


Conditional


Conditional Perfect
	Imperfect
	tuviera

	
	Pluperfect
	hubiera tenido


