Romeo and Juliet Journal Entries

ACT I 

1.  Romeo and Juliet only knew each other for a short time - less than a day.  In fact, they had only been in each other's company for a few hours.  Based on their meager time together, do you believe Romeo and Juliet could have had a long-lasting relationship?  Can you imagine yourself marrying someone after knowing him/her for several hours?  Do you know people who have fallen in love so quickly?  What problems do they encounter?

2.  Do you believe in love at first sight?

End of Act I

3.  If you were Romeo and Juliet, would you continue on the path of your relationship?  Why or why not?

ACT II/III

1.  Explain your beliefs about how people's lives work out the way they do.  Do you believe that people determine their own destinies or are there circumstances beyond their control that determine a person's fate?  

End of ACT II

2.  Should teens have the right to make their own decisions?

Relate some impulsive or rebellious decisions you (or someone you know) have made and discuss the impact on your family, your friends, and on yourself.

End of ACT III

1.  When you have something important to discuss with your parents, how do you get them to listen to you?  Whom do you confide in when you cannot get through to your parents?  How do you feel when your confidence is broken or someone you trust betrays you?

ACT IV

Define honesty and deceit.  Discuss the role that honesty and truthfulness (or lack of) play in the outcome of the tragedy of Romeo and Juliet.  Whose deceit is the most destructive?  When are you most likely to resort to dishonesty?  Why?

ACT V

1.  What is the role of Friar Lawrence?  How much is he to blame?

2.  Who is really to blame for the tragedy of the death of the two teens?

3.  Which character do you most identify?  What are his or her three most notable characteristics?

Before seeing actors who portrayed this character, what did you envision he or she looked like?

