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Cool Season Turfgrasses (5)Cool Season Turfgrasses (5)



    

Some basic Turfgrass ID features:Some basic Turfgrass ID features:

 BladeBlade – coarse or fine; one midvein or  – coarse or fine; one midvein or 
groovedgrooved

 VernationVernation – rolled or folded – rolled or folded
 LigulesLigules – hairy, membranous or absent  – hairy, membranous or absent 
 AuriclesAuricles – clasping, short or absent – clasping, short or absent



    

VernationVernation
 Rolled or foldedRolled or folded

 Grass – 2 rankedGrass – 2 ranked
 Sedge – 3 rankedSedge – 3 ranked
 Rush – roundRush – round



    

LigulesLigules



    

AuriclesAuricles

Clasping Short Absent



    

Creeping Bentgrass - Creeping Bentgrass - Agrostis Agrostis 
stoloniferastolonifera  

 BladeBlade: very fine; : very fine; 
narrow; med greennarrow; med green

 VernationVernation: rolled: rolled
 LiguleLigule: long, : long, 

membranousmembranous
 AuricleAuricle: absent: absent
 HabitHabit: stolons form : stolons form 

dense mat dense mat 
 ADVADV: low cut!: low cut!
 FYI: putting green!FYI: putting green!



    

Kentucky Bluegrass – Kentucky Bluegrass – Poa Poa 
pratensispratensis

 BladeBlade: midvein with : midvein with 
boat shaped leaf tip, boat shaped leaf tip, 
smooth and dk green smooth and dk green 
top; leaf folds w/ top; leaf folds w/ 
water; ranks break at water; ranks break at 
45 degrees45 degrees

 VernationVernation: folded: folded
 LigulesLigules: short, mem.: short, mem.
 AuriclesAuricles: absent: absent



    

Kentucky Bluegrass – con’tKentucky Bluegrass – con’t
 HabitHabit: rhizomatous : rhizomatous 

growthgrowth
 ADVADV: fast recovery : fast recovery 

b/c of dense b/c of dense 
growth; dk green growth; dk green 



    

Fine Fescue – Fine Fescue – Festuca rubraFestuca rubra
 BladeBlade: fine, dk green : fine, dk green 

colorcolor
 VernationVernation: folded: folded
 LiguleLigule: short, memb.: short, memb.
 AuricleAuricle: absent: absent
 HabitHabit: rhizomatous, : rhizomatous, 

slow spreadingslow spreading
 ADVADV: plant in : plant in 

SHADE!!SHADE!!



    

Tall Fescue – Tall Fescue – Festuca arundinaceaFestuca arundinacea  

 BladeBlade: : groovedgrooved, med , med 
green, coarse; ranks green, coarse; ranks 
break at 90 degreesbreak at 90 degrees

 VernationVernation: rolled: rolled
 LiguleLigule: short, memb.: short, memb.
 AuricleAuricle: short, round: short, round



    

Tall Fescue – con’tTall Fescue – con’t
 HabitHabit: bunch-type : bunch-type 

growth; spreads by growth; spreads by 
tillers – often tillers – often 
reseededreseeded

 ADVADV: drought, : drought, 
heat, wear tolerantheat, wear tolerant



    

Perennial Ryegrass – Perennial Ryegrass – Lolium perenneLolium perenne

 BladeBlade: shiny, dkst : shiny, dkst 
green w/ defined green w/ defined 
midvein and minute midvein and minute 
grooves; finer than grooves; finer than 
KBG, coarser than KBG, coarser than 
CBG or FFCBG or FF

 VernationVernation: folded!: folded!
 LiguleLigule: absent: absent
 AuricleAuricle: slightly : slightly 

claspingclasping



    

Perennial Ryegrass – con’tPerennial Ryegrass – con’t
 HabitHabit: bunch-type : bunch-type 

growth w/ tillersgrowth w/ tillers
 ADVADV: quickest TG : quickest TG 

to establish (3-5 to establish (3-5 
d); dk greend); dk green



    

Turfgrass Seed ID - keysTurfgrass Seed ID - keys
 11stst –  – SizeSize

• Smallest – CBG (pepper)Smallest – CBG (pepper)
• Med – KBG (1/8”)Med – KBG (1/8”)
• Large – TF and PRG (1/4 ”) Large – TF and PRG (1/4 ”) 

 22ndnd –  – ColorColor
 Pale – Per. RyegrassPale – Per. Ryegrass
 Greener – Tall FescueGreener – Tall Fescue

 33rdrd –  – Seed AnatomySeed Anatomy
 Awn – PRG or TFAwn – PRG or TF
 Rachilla – Tall Fescue Rachilla – Tall Fescue 

(usd golf tee)(usd golf tee)


