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Background:

« European nations went to war in 1914, with
America isolating itself once again.

« Having Britain and France as allies the
American Economy flourished with bankers,
businessmen, and farmers heavily trading
with them.

* President Wilson saw Britain’s cause for War
just, yet he won reelection in 1916 under the
slogan “He kept us out of war.”



Foreign Policy

* Spanish-American War led
to a U.S. presence in the
Caribbean and Philippines.

* Controversy at home was
caused by differing
opinions in the Philippines
Campaign. (1899-1902)

* America showed it's power
in the North & South
America’s by the Panama
Canal Project.

Spanish-American War 1898 was entered as a
result of a terrorist attack.
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* In 1914 America showed its presence in the Mexican

Revolutionary Wars by killing 200 Mexicans at Vera
Cruz.

A naval landing party from USS Utah
(BB 31) returns to their ship at Vera
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Leading up to 1917

 Americans were
urged by President
Wilson to keep
neutral in their
thoughts and
deeds.




Leading up to 1917

* American ships
were able to be
diverted from
Germany by
France and
Britain’s naval
supremacy.
France and
Britain paid for
their trade
goods.
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[On Saturday, May 1, the day that the Lusitania left New York on her
last voyage, the following advertisement bearing the authentication
of the German Embassy at Washington appeared in the chief
newspapers of the United States, placed next the advertisement of
the Cunard Line:

NOTICE!

TRAVELLERS intending to embark on the Atlantic voyage are
reminded that a state of war exists between Germany and her allies
and Great Britain and her allies; that the zone of war includes the
waters adjacent to the British Isles; that, in accordance with formal
notice given by the Imperial German Government vessels flying the
flag of Great Britain, or of any of her allies, are liable to destruction
in those waters and that travellers sailing in the war zone on ships of
Great Britain or her allies do so at their own risk.

IMPERIAL GERMAN EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C., APRIL 22 1915.



ading up to 1

The Lusitania Incident-1915

* A German Submarine sank a luxury liner off the coast of Ireland
and killed 1,200 men and 124 were Americans.

R The New Hnrk Uxmcs E}Elﬁﬁ

LUSI TANIA SUNK BY A bUBM ARINE PROBABLY 1,260 DEAD
TWICE TORPEDOED OFF IRISH COAST; SINKS IN 15 MINU TES;
CAPT. TURNER SAVED, FROHMAN AND VANDERBILT MISSING;
HASHING TDN BELIEl 'ES THA T A GR-HrE CRJ'S!S IS AT HAND




Leading up to 1917

o T'he Lusitania Incident-1915

* Germany claimed that they were carrying munitions,
which has been proven to be true.




Leading up to 1917

The Lusitania Incident-1915

President Wilson responded with a note to Germany that
was so sharp that Secretary of State William Jennings

Bryan resigned in protest.




The Lusitania Incident-1915

* Would start to turn the
tide of public opinion
against Germany




Extendig Loans or Credits to Britam

 Why would American bankers want this
to happen?

— Farmers and Factories would profit from this.

— There would have been an economic recession without
extending loans or credits to Britain.

— Many people including, President Wilson and his
cabinet, were Pro-British and believed that the United
States and Britain shared a common destiny.



So Let's Review
Why did the U.S. enter WWI?

1. Because the U.S. was under attack
despite its neutrality. (see previous)

The present German submarine warfare against commerce
IS a warfare against all mankind....Our motive will not be
revenge or the victorious assertion of the physical might
of the nation, but only the vindication of right, of human
right, of which we are only a single champion....Armed
neutrality, it now appears, is impracticable.

-- President Woodrow Wilson's War Message (April 1917)

It would be the resumption of unrestricted submarine
warfare that would ultimately bring the United States into
the war.

-- The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History



So Let’'s Review
Why did the U.S. enter WWI?

2. To make the world “safe for democracy”

Our object...is to vindicate the principles of peace and justice
in the life of the world as against selfish and autocratic
power.... We are glad...to fight...for the ultimate peace of
the world and for the liberation of its peoples, the German
peoples included: for the right of nations great and small
and the privilege of men everywhere to choose their way of
life and of obedience. The world must be made safe for
democracy....

-- President Woodrow Wilson's War Message (April 1917)



So Let’'s Review
Why did the U.S. enter WWI?

3. Because we would have faced economic collapse if the Allies
could not pay back all the loans made to them by American
bankers.

...We have loaned many hundreds of millions of dollars to the Allies in this controversy. While such
action was legal and countenanced by international law, there is no doubt in my mind but the
enormous amount of money loaned to the Allies in this country has been instrumental in bringing

about a public sentiment in favor of our country taking a course that would make every bond
worth a hundred cents on the dollar and making the payment of every debt certain and sure.

-- Senator George W. Norris in Opposition to President Woodrow Wilson’s War Message (April 4, 1917)

By 1917, American loans to the Allies had soared to $2.25 billion;
loans to Germany stood at a paltry $27 million.
-- The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History

We didn't win a thing we set out for in the last war. We merely succeeded, with
tremendous loss of life, to make secure the loans of private bankers to the

Allies.
-- Senator Gerald Nye of North Dakota, Chairman of the Senate Munitions Committee (circa 1936)
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So Let’'s Review
Why did the U.S. enter WWI?

4. Because it was good for business

...through the instrumentality of others who have not only made millions out of the war in
the manufacture of munitions, etc., and who would expect to make millions more if
our country can be drawn into the catastrophe...

-- Senator George W. Norris in Opposition to President Woodrow Wilson’s War Message

(April 4, 1917)

To what extent was America's war a war for business? Did Woodrow Wilson lead
America into war in order to serve the selfish interests of the few? The answer is

determined by looking into the essential facts. In the first place, Wall Street wanted
war.

American participation in the war against Germany would constitute the most tremendous
and profitable coup in the history of American finance... The war created 21,000
new American millionaires and during the war period, 69,000 men made more than
three billion dollars over and above their normal income... It would have been quite
impossible for President Wilson to have begun a war really intended to ‘make the
world safe for democracy’ without facing the united opposition of Wall Street.

-- John Kenneth Turner, Shall It Be Again? 1922



So Let’'s Review
Why did the U.S. enter WWI?

5. Because of cultural, historical,
and economic ties to Great Britain

The failure to treat the belligerent nations of
Europe alike, the failure to reject the
unlawful "war zones" of both Germany and
Great Britain is wholly accountable for our
present dilemma.

-- Senator Robert M. LaFollette in Opposition to President
Woodrow Wilson's War Message (April 4, 1917)



So Let’'s Review
Why did the U.S. enter WWI?

6. Because of anti-German sentiment influenced by historic
ties to England, German policies, and American and

British propaganda ...a large number of the great newspapers and
news agencies of the country have been controlled and enlisted in the
greatest propaganda that the world has ever known to manufacture
sentiment in favor of war. -- Senator George W. Norris in Opposition to
President Woodrow Wilson’s War Message (April 4, 1917)

7. The result of the expansion of the U.S.’s armed forces

and weaponry That which has driven the masses of Europe into the
trenches and to the battlefields is not their inner longing for war; it must be
traced to the cutthroat competition for military equipment, for more efficient
armies, for larger warships, for more powerful cannon. You cannot build
up a standing army and then throw it back into a box like tin soldiers. --
Emma Goldman, from "Preparedness: The Road to Universal Slaughter”



Amencan Entrce beeomes neviablem 9]

o Germany decided on unrestricted submarine warfare against America,

whose aid to Britain and France was already immense.

‘Why would German leaders want to do that?

*They believed that it would help their cause because it might cause the U.S. to
buy military goods for itself.

*What was the American response to this act?
«America declared War on April 1, 1917.
How did the Germans get that reaction?

*The submarines early success seemed to justify their governments
policy. They increased their sinking to 250K tons, British and U.S.
ships combined, in 10 days in April



\mericn Enirance ecomes levitaple 191

This caused the Zimmerman telegram to be sent to
Mexico from Germany stating that it would gain its lost
territories from the United States if it helped Germany
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o St and from London # 5747.
o M fff #{ FRrROM rom Lo # 5747

- -ﬁtni& 29,0454
iwe intend 1o hegin on the first of Fsebruary

————— T ——

:
il

unrestricted cubmarine warfare. Je shall endeevor
in spite of this to keep the United States of
america neutral. 1In ths event of this not Bucceed—
ing, we make :axic& a proposal of slliance on the
following basis: make war togetiher, make peace
together, generous financlal gupport and aﬁ under—
standing on our part that Mexico 1s to reconquer
the lost territory in Texes, New Mexico, and
arizona, The settilement in detall is lefl Lo you.
You will inform the President of the above most .
gecretly ag soon 86 the outbreak of war wiltih the
United States of America is certain and add the
suggestlion that he should, on his own initlative,
e=tbe Jzpen to Immedlste sdherence and at the same
time mediate between Japan and ourse¢lves. Please
cnll the President's attention to the fact that
the Tuthless employment of our submarines now
affers the prospect of compelling England in a

oy d

few months to meke peace.™  Signecd, & TR ER I AN NS




19 January, 1917:
The Zimmerman Note
to the German Minister to Mexico

Berlin, January 19, 1917
On the first of February we intend to begin submarine
warfare unrestricted. In spite of this, 1t 1s our intention
to endeavor to keep neutral the United States of

America.
If this attempt 1s not successful, we propose an

al
S
S|

und
territory in New Mexico, Texas, and Arizona. The
details are left to you for settlement....

11 make war together and together mal

lerstood that Mexico 1s to reconquer t

lliance on the following basis with Mexico: That we
nal
nal

Ke peace. We

1 give general financial support, and it 1s

he lost



You are instructed to inform the President of Mexico of the
above 1n the greatest confidence as soon as it is certain that there
will be an outbreak of war with the United States and suggest that
the President of Mexico, on his own initiative, should
communicate with Japan suggesting adherence at once to this
plan; at the same time, offer to mediate between Germany and
Japan.

Please call to the attention of the President of Mexico that the
employment of ruthless submarine warfare now promises to
compel England to make peace in a few months.

Zimmerman

(Secretary of State)
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As a result of the Progressives, IQQ tests were
invented and soldiers were required to take

them.

*30% soldiers in the army were physically unfit

Gaussian 10s (Pink) vs. Adult Termites’ 1Qs (Blue)

*31% were illiterate

YOUR

Humber in Each 10 Range

12 Ranges
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*YMCA purity crusaders
were shocked at the
immorality of the army
camps.

*2.4 million resisted

*2.4 million were drafted

SELECT SERVIGE BLANKS ARE SENT OUT
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ar Department is sending out cards llke this to avery |.ur as the
first rg-; | ywward ueh-rtutz men I‘ r the Army. Tha cards will be used Lo
egister all mon ellgible for service, froni whom soma will be sele ua}
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*Mennonites and Quakers
were not allowed to claim
conscientious objector
status. Many were sent to
prison were they were
mistreated and accused of
cowardice.

"We are one in Christ and can never be at war.“
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Enthusiasm for

Save your Child

FROM AUTOCRACY
AND POVERTY

i e

AMERICANS
Do your bit

i
o

Eat Oatmeal-Corn meal mush-

wa,r S 'a,'Vin 8 Hominy - other corn cereals-

. and Rice with milk.
¥ Save the wheat for our soldiers.
Stamps |[%33

Leave nothing on your plate

UNITED STATES TREASURY DEPART

UNITED STATES




Sus Bonos de

la Libertad
ayudaran a dar
fin con esto




"l JOLOMONLY SWARE
THAT | WONT BAT NG
MORE ICE CREEM WHATS
MAIDWITH SUGER NOR
MO MORE. CANDY WHATS
MAID WITH SUGER.
HONEST AT TROO-
CROSS ™My HART:

AMEN |

AN HEROIC SACRIFICE,

the Wa

B A WAR DADDY=ADOPT A SOLDIER

Father the Movement under direction of the War and Navy Departiments
to Surround the Training Camps with Wholesome Environment

D0 TOUR BIT TO MARE EIM PIT 0 PIGHT

SUBSCRIBE TO THE

WAR CAMP COMMUNITY FUND

National Chairman, JOHN N. WILLYS National Treasurer, CHARLES H. SABIN
Ohia

Tolada, Prasiden] Guaranly Trus! Ca, Mow York Cily




Enthusiasm for the War

l‘or Home and Country

- .
OREATEST MOTHER
N in t he WO@ -

VTCTORY LIBERTY LOAN



Enthusiasm for the War

WOMEN!
HELP AMERICA'S SONS
_ WIN THE WAR |

hrousti The Y WCA




BE A MAN AND DO IT

NAVY

RECRUITING STATION

Write for Free Book

NATIONAL WAR GARDEN CQMMISSION

W A SHINGTON,
Charles Lathrop Pack. Presiden P.S.Ridsdaie, Sec




US1aSIN 101
Four-Minute men,
organized by

George

Creel’s
Committee of
Public
Information, gave
patriotic
fundraising
speeches and urged
young men to
enlist and give
their lives (just like
Jesus).




Enthusiasm for the War

*Congress passed
legislation to
restrict opponents
of the war.




. Over 6,000 arrests.
. Led to the Red Scare.

. Walter Mathey, arrested and convicted, attended antiwar
conference and contributed 25 cents.

. Rev. Clarence Waldron, arrested and convicted for telling a
bible study class the "Christians could take no part in the
war." 15 year term.



. Eugene V. Debs, arrested and convicted for opposing the wairr,
10 years. Gained over a million votes in a run for President
while he was in prison.

. Ricardo Flores Magon, a leading Mexican-American Labor
organizer was sentenced to 20 years for opposing the
administrations Mexcio policy.

. Herbert S. Bigelow, a pacifist minister, was dragged from the
stage where he about to give a speech, taken to a wooded

area by a mob, bound and gagged and whipped.

. Charles Schenck, member of the Socialist Party, sentenced to
15 years for publishing pamphlets urging citizens to refuse to
participate in the draft. He called the draft slavery, among
other things.



Enthusiasm for the War

*Clergy preached
blood-curdling pro-
war sermons.

*State governments
and vigilante
groups tried to
destroy all German
vesti ges 1In America. L U-boat crew enters a Georgia prison camp, 1918




War Industries Board

Organized under Bernard Baruch

Had nearly dictatorial powers in controlling
economic output

Used "Progressive Measures” to make
economic output more efficient.



America entered the war ending its long lasting
separation from Europe. While this is happening
the Bolsheviks are winning the Russian Revolution
and Lenin is back in Russia (Thanks to the
Germans) from his exile to Switzerland. This
allowed Germany to launch a powertul offensive in
the West, where the allies won and 100,000
Americans died but there were even more casualties
in European nations. All of this sets the stage for
the Treaty of Versailles, the League of Nations, the
Red Scare, and many other events leading to World
War II.



World War I Casualties

10,000,000

9.000,0001T L Russia

8,000,000 1 B Germany
7,000,000 1 [] Austria-Hungary
6,000,000 1

5,000,000 ] France
4.000.000+ B Great Britain
3,000,000 7 H Italy

2,000,000 1 [ Turkey
1,000,003:_ B US
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